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ance, and even invited Frederick to dine on the fol-
^wing Wednesday.
On the morning of that day, the latter received a
totification from a process-server, in which M. Charles
ean Baptiste Oudry apprised him that by the terms
>f a legal judgment he had become the purchaser of
L property situated at Belleville, belonging to M.
acques Arnoux, and that he was ready to pay the
wo hundred and twenty-three thousand for which it
iad been sold. But, as it appeared by the same
lecree that the amount of the mortgages with which
he estate was encumbered exceeded the purchase-
-noney, Frederick's claim would in consequence be
;ompletely forfeited.
The entire mischief arose from not having renewed
the registration of the mortgage within the proper
time. Arnoux had undertaken to attend to this mat-
ter formally himself, and had then forgotten all about
it. Frederick got into a rage with him for this, and
when the young man's anger had passed off:
" Well, afterwards------what ? "
"If this can save him, so much the better. It
won't kill me! Let us think no more about it!"
But, while moving about his papers on the table,
he came across Hussonnet's letter, and noticed the
postscript, which had not at first attracted his atten-
tion. The Bohemian wanted just five thousand francs
to give the journal a start.
"Ah! this fellow is worrying me to death!*'
And he sent  a curt answer, unceremoniously re-
fusing the application.    After that, he dressed himself
to go to the Maison d'Or.
Cisy introduced his guests, beginning with the most
respectable of them, a big, white-haired gentleman.